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Importance  of Desi Cow  

Cow – The Universal symbol of Motherhood 

Cow is an ideal animal in Deity Bramha‟s creation. As per spiritual science, the 

four Purushārthas, namely, Dharma, Artha, Kāma, and Moksha can be acquired 

by serving the cow. While praising the cow, the principal Deities, namely, 

Bramha, Vishṇu and Shiva have narrated. 

Religious and spiritual importance of Cow 

Cow is not a mere animal for Hindus. They consider Cow as an adobe of 33 

crore Hindu Deities and hence Cow is considered as sacred in Hindu Dharma. 

Cow has been treated as auspicious and also a symbol of compassion and 

piousness. Cow is treated as the highest and most pious animal and is given the 

utmost importance, being at the apex in the Animal world. The belief is that one 

can attain salvation (Moksha) by worshipping the Cow and serving her and both 

Lord Krishna and Balram spearheaded the “Cow worship and preservation” 

culture. The first Jain Tirthankar, Adinath was also named as Vrashbh meaning 

„Oxen Sorub‟. Of all beings, the Cow is treated, in India, as the most sacred and 

sanctified. This sense of the unique sacredness of the Cow is expressed in the 

works of ancient Indian Rishis (like in the Vedas, Smritis, Srutis and Puranas, 

etc., as well as in later literature and folklore. 
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So highly were cows held in esteem by the Society that there were days fixed in 

the yearly calendar for exclusive worship of the Cow. Three days prior to the 

festival of Deepavali is called “Bachvaras (Vasubaras), which is a festival when 

cows are offered “Pooja”. Dhanteras is a day when cows are worshipped along 

with Dhanwantari the Sage and the diety of medicine) Balipratipada or Padwa is 

celebrated the day after Deepavali when, in many parts of India, cows are 

ceremoniously worshipped. Not only cows, but bulls also, were, and still are, 

the objects of worship. The last day of the month of Shravan, called POLA, is a 

day when bulls are decorated and taken in a procession to a public place for 

collective worship, after which they are then taken from house to house where 

each family offers „pooja‟. The day after this is celebrated as Children‟s Pola, 

when the children decorate and worship the wooden idols of bull and take them 

in a procession to a public place 

As per the Vēdās, cow is considered as a Universal symbol 

As per the Atharvavēda, 33 crore Deities reside inside the cow. While 

describing the Divine form of cow, Bhagawan Shrīkrushṇa has said, 

„धनूनामस्मम कामधुक’ 

In the ancient Rushikuls (Hermitage of Sages), Cow sēvā (service) was 

compulsory along with Guru-sēvā (Service unto the Guru). 

Cow is like a mother for all those who are bachelors till the age of 25 years, a 

daughter for those who are 26 years old and a sister for those who are 48 years 

old. – Rugvēda 8-101 

4. Cow brings well-being and purity in the house. She is a source of wealth and 

prosperity. – Atharvavēda 4-21-5 
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A guru, a teacher, a father, a mother, a brahmana, a cow and a yogi all should 

never be killed. – Manu-samhita, chapter 4, verse 162 (Ref. : www.bhagavad-

gita.org) 

Those who permit slaying of animals; those who bring animals for slaughter; 

those who slaughter; those who sell meat; those who purchase meat; those who 

prepare dish out of it; those who serve that meat and those who eat are all 

murderers. 
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